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Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated November 12, 2002, please amend the above- 
identified application as follows: 

IN THE SPECIFICATION ; 

The specification was amended as follows: 

Last paragraph beginning on page 35 and ending on page 36 is amended as follows: 


A control signal for opening or closing the ink supply valve 26 is transmitted to a timer 
unit 112 by the consumed ink counter 109 for the sub-tank 7. The timer unit 112 starts a time 
count at the same time as the ink supply valve 26 is opened. When the level state detected by the 
Hall devices 33a and 33b still indicates a low ink state, even though a set time has elapsed, it can 
be assumed that the main tank 9 is in the ink exhausted (ink-out) state, or that for some reason an 


